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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 6825 

E.9. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, PINT, KS 

SUBJECT: REACTION TO ROKG AUGUST 15 PRISONER RELEASE 

REF: SEOUL 6789 

1 . ON AUGUST 15, ROKG RELEASED 2,420 PRISONERS. MOST WERE 
COMMON CRIMINALS WHO RECEIVED SPECIAL PAROLE AS "EXEMPLARY 
PRISONERS", BUT 17 WERE VIOLATORS OF EMERGENCY MEASURES. 

KWANGJU CLERGYMEN MENTIONED IN REFTEL WERE AMONG THOSE FREED, 

AS WAS JAPANESE CITIZEN YUKIATSU SAWANOBURI. ONE OF THOSE 
RELEASED HAD VIOLATED EMERGENCY MEASURE NUMBER 4; THE OTHERS 
EMERGENCY MEASURE NUMBER 9. ALL REPORTEDLY HAD SIGNED 
STATEMENTS OF REPENTANCE. 

2. RULING AND OPPOSITION PARTY SPOKESMEN WELCOMED GOVERNMENT 
ACTION. HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO DAILY HANGUK ILBO, NDP LEADER 

YI CHOL SEUNG TOLD MINISTER OF EDUCATION THAT ROKG HAD 
BEEN "TOO STINGY" ON THIS OCCASION. ACCORDING TO REV. 

KIM KWAN-SUK, KNCC SECGEN, A GROUP OF CHRISTIANS HAS BEGUN 
A HUNGER STRIKE AT SEOUL'S CHEIL CHRUCH TO PROTEST SMALL 
NUMBER OF EM VIOLATORS RELEASED. 

3. REV. KIM SAID THAT STATEMENT SIGNED BY THOSE RELEASED 
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HAD TWO MAIN POINTS: A) EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE FOR OPPORTUNITY 
TO GET OUT OF JAIL; AND B) PROMISE BY SIGNER TO APPLY HIMSELF 
SOLEY TO HIS PROFESSION AND ABIDE BY APPROPRIATE KOREAN LAWS. 

4. COMMENT: HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS HAD CONSIDERED RESUMPTION 
OF PUBLIC PROTEST ACTIVITIES IF ROKG HAD NOT MADE SIGNIFICANT 
RELEASE OF PRISONERS BY AUGUST 15, AND HUNGER STRIKE A SIGN 
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THAT ROKG TIMETABLE TOO SLOW FROM THEIR POINT OF VIEW. 

STERN 
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